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IN THE 
END, 
PERHAPS 
THE TRUE 
MOTIVE 
OF THE 
MURDER, 































































































HAS TO DO 
WITH THAT 
PARTICULAR 
CASE? 











































































































T INVITED 
EVERYONE 


















THERE WAS A 
SERIES OF 
MURDERS 

THAT BEGAN 

WITH A STRANGE 
VIDEO THAT WAS 
PLAYED DURING 
THE OSOKAWA 
MYSTERY NOVEL 
AWARDING 
CEREMONY... 








































































































AT FIRST, 
IT LOOKED 
Ym AS THOUGH 
DZ ) THE VICTIMS 
4 HAD BEEN 
CHOSEN AT 
BUT AFTER RANDOM... 
DIGGING 
ALITTLE 
DEEPER, 
WE FOUND 
THAT ALL 
THREE HAD 
AN EXPLOSIVE 
HISTORY AS THE 
PERPETRATORS 
OF A LYNCHING 
MURDER. 








TO GATHER 
IN ONE ROOM 
sO I COULD 
LISTEN TO 
THEIR STORIES 
ONE BY ONE. 
































































































































































































































































































































AFTER A 
BIT MORE 
INVESTIGATION, 
{| I CONCLUDED 
J THAT THE 
CULPRIT WAS 
PART OF THE 
OSOKAWA 
AND THEN, MYSTERY WRITING 
TO FIND COMPETITION... 
OUT WHICH 
OF THEM 
HAD A 
PERFECT 
ALIBI... 





LET THE 
OSOKAWA 
MYSTERY 

INVESTIGATION 
MEETING BEGIN~ 


























OKAAAY, 
THEEEN~ 


FOR TODAY, 

I'VE RENTED 

A KARAOKE 
ROOM... 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































SO THINK 
OF THAT 
AS THE 

INTERRO- 


BY THE WAY, 
MAKABE-SAN 
WILL BE PAYING 
FOR ALL THE 
DRINKS... 


GATION 


A-AHH, 
MINODA- 
SAN, THESE 


WE JUST WANT 
THIS SESSION TO 
BE A RELAXING 
AND COMFORTABLE 
TIME FOR YOU ALL. 


TLL HAVE 
THE BOLD 
RED WINE, 
PLEASE! 


SEEMS AS 
THOUGH 
THEY'VE GOT 
FRENCH WINE, 
AS WELL... 


Mamiya 
Riichi (52) 


SHA 


UMM, BUT 
WHEN YOU 
SAID YOU 
WERE GOING 
TO COLLECT 
MEDICAL 
BILLS... 


I EXPECTED A 
MORE FORMAL 
INVESTIGATION, 
BUT THIS IS... 


OF COURSE, 
AND SINCE 
IT’S NIGHT, 
THERE ARE 
ALCOHOLIC 
DRINKS 
AVAILABLE 
TOO! 


VI 
LOT OF SHALL WE 


DIFFEREN’ ORDER THEN, 
TYPES OF MAKABE-SAN? 
JAPANESE 


ALRIGHT, 
T’LL HAVE 
A BEER~ 


OKAY, T’LL 

HAVE THE 

UMIYAMA 
GINJO SAKE~ 






























TLL HAVE 
SOME WHITE 
WINE TONIGHT. 
WHICH ONE IS 
GOOD, THEN? 














AH, SO 
THEY HAVE 
A BOLD 
RED? 
































































TLL HAVE 
THE SAME 
AS MAMIYA- ) / 
SENSEL... A 
7 | 
ae 
CONSIDERING CURE, / 
WHAT YOU ae 
NORMALLY a 
LIKE, IT’LL ts a Mystery Novelist 
=a Oming 


Yuuto (29) 


A-AHH, THAT 
WOULD BE THE 
EXPENSIVE 
ONES... 












THEY HAVE 
ALIST AT THE 
BACK, THEN? 





THAT IS! 


TLL HAVE 
A BOLD 
RED TOO~ 


WHICH ONE, 
PRINCESS? 


U 
Fuyuki 
Agatha (19) 














































































































































































































































































































OH, I CAN’T 
DRINK ALCOHOL, MINODA-SAN, 

SO T’LL JUST ‘A cm WHAT ABOUT 
HAVE AN OOLONG ~ YOU, THEN? 

TEA, PLEASE. (( § We oN 

2 fy 
Osokawa Bookstore Editor = s 
Minoda YfY) 
















































































Eisuke (35) 














SEE... EXCUSE ME, 
WE'LL BE 
iq.) ORDERING 


@ NOW... 


LOOKS LIKE BACK THEN, 
HE’S TURNED . HE USED TO 7 
INTO A PRIM BE PRETTY 
AND PROPER RUDE WHEN 
SALARYMAN HE TALKED 

NOW. : TO ADULTS, 


iy “\Y) 















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WELL, 
INSPECTOR- 
SAN... 
WAS THERE 
ANYTHING 
YOU WANTED 
TO ASK ME? 
AH WELL, 
ny THE TRUTH 
—O TES Sse. GIs . : 
(ave 
T 
Y 
“RY 
WE DON'T : @“e 5 
REALLY HAVE A fi 
LOT OF LEADS 7 
: IN THIS CASE... 
( 
SO I JUST 
THOIGHT OF 
ASKING FOR 
ALITTLE 


HELP? 





AND THE 
GRAND PRIZE 
WINNER, 
SETOKURA 
RYOU WAS 
MISSING. 


Lan 











































COMING 
THE AUTHOR TO THE 
INTRODUCTION POINT... 


VIDEO IN THE 
OSOKAWA 
MYSTERY 
AWARD 
COMPETITION 
WAS... 














































































































































































































SWITCHED THE FIRST 
WITH THE THING L 
VIDEO OF WANTED 
THE FIRST 4 TO TOUCH 
MURDER... = [= ==\) f UPON IS... 
/ 
Y 
/ SO WHEN THE 
THAT WAS / MAIN PLAYER, HAYAMA AND 
WHEN THE ij SETOKURA RYOU, I STRUGGLED 
MURDER y/ WENT MISSING, WITH THE 
VIDEO WE WENT TO THE CONSTRUCTION 
STARTED FRONT DESK TO OF THE VENUE 
PLAYING. CONTACT HIM... AND THE FULL 
" SET-UP... 
Ly GROUND 
(| Y Z = 2 y FIFTEEN 
lar =- Y¥@oe THE ONE MINUTES 
Wie a DB WHO HAD BEFORE SIX 
Y-YES, g b | ), PREPARED IN THE 
THAT'S \> THE ORIGINAL EVENING. 
RIGHT. bes VIDEO WAS 
a = : MINODA-SAN, 


CORRECT? 


















































































































































x \s PREPARE 
a Gk e PL 
ba x s— THE VIDEO 
=, = siTChED € AND I WAS 
( ; THE ONE 
IT OUT! ii ( WHO PLAYED 
ees : BUT IT LOOKS IT THEN... 
LIKE IT WAS 
SWITCHED OUT 
- IN BETWEEN AND 
THE OTHER VIDEO 
STARTED PLAYING. 













EVEN IF YOU'RE 
SAYING THAT IT’S 
SOMEONE FROM 

THE VEUNE, IT 
WAS REALLY 
PACKED THEN. 





































































ANYONE 















































FROM THE 
GUESTS 
TO THE 
BUT... STAFF 
COULD’VE 
IT WOULD DONE IT. 
HAVE BEEN 
DIFFICULT 
FOR AN ITTY 
OUTSIDER a . = 
TO DO IT. ) / Ne 
9 * y 
(F -f © 6), @HK®@ \e nr 
4 1 \ 
) Come | 
) 7 = y 
IF YOU LOOK AT 
THE VIDEO, THERE 
WE WENT TO oa IS A TIMESTAMP 
WHERE THE my OF JUST A LITTLE 
VIDEO HAD PAST MIDNIGHT OF 
BEEN FILMED, : THE DAY BEFORE 
TO AYASE, IN A THE COMPETITION, 
THE SAITAMA AND AFTER WE ON THE 14TH... 
PREFECTURE. SAW THE VIDEO 


AGAIN FROM THE 
WAITING ROOM... 























FUMI-CHAN, 
AND OMINO- 








SAN WERE 
ALL THERE. P NN 
gs ® 
\ S- 
( >) 
& GF 
aw ° 
VX 
ne MAMIYA- 






























































EDITORIAL 
TEAM HIRED A : Std 
VAN FOR ME. \ é HOW YOU 
N GOT TO THE 
LOCATION? 
















AND WENT 
FROM THERE 
TO AYASE IN 
SAITAMA. 


THAILED A 
CAB FROM 
THE HOTEL 
ENTRANCE... 





So 


Se 












































































































































































































AND MY 
CAR WAS 


IN THE 
PARKING 
LOT, 
ANYWAY, 
Se ie 
THAT WOULD i! 
HAVE BEEN 
AROUND EIGHT 
IN THE EVENING, 
RIGHT? 





BUT I WAS 
SURPRISED 
WHEN WE 
TURNED ON 
THE POCKET 
FLASHLIGHT... 








. RIGHT, 
Be 

Oy WANT HER 

ee TO GO To 

_ THAT SORT 

a OF PLACE 
A ALONE... 





AS SOON AS 
THE PARTY 
T WENT GOT OVER... 
WITH 
OMINO- 
SAN IN 
HIS CAR. 


























































































































































































































THOUGHT 
IT WAS THE 
CULPRIT! 








I SEE, I SEE, 
SO THAT'S HOW 
EVERYONE ENDED 
UP GOING OVER 
AND WHAT TO AYASE, RIGHT? 
TIME DID YOU 


ALL ARRIVE? | 


ty 






















































































I WAS 
SHOCKED 
BACK 


toioNtT THEN! 


THINK THAT 
ANYONE ELSE 
WOULD BE 
THERE, SO 
WHEN I HEARD 
A SOUND... 





WE WERE GOING 
TO AN ABANDONED 
HOUSE AFTER ALL, 
SO I BOUGHT A 
( FLASHLIGHT AT THE 
CONVENIENCE STORE. 





























SORRY 

FOR 

SCARING 

5 YOU ALL 

THEY DIDN'T THERE... gs WHO’S 
HAVE ANY- eee ; 21 
THING THERE TRUTH IS, Bp pole THERE 
WHICH COULD TWAS 
HAVE DOUBLED PRETTY 


AS A WEAPON. SCARED, 
TOO, 


WE WERE 

THINKING 

THE SAME 
THING, 
RIGHT? 


REMEMBER, 
OMINO-SAN... 


WE DIDN'T 
— WANT TO 
Ny THAT WAS ree 60 TO THE 
AROUND S\N) arounp HAPPENED CRIME SCENE 
715IN THE TIME THAT YOU LNARHED 
ai PA cat ro Lt TO THE HOME 
EVENING. vn F) CALL FROM STUN GUN 
‘ FUM, RIGHT? 11 Wityyou. ‘A CENTRE... 






































ae 


EVEN WHEN 
WE WENT TO 
AYASE IN THE 

KANAGAWA 
PREFECTURE, 
I FELT SAFE 
SINCE I HAD IT 

WITH ME, EVEN 

THOUGH WE 

NEVER USED IT. 


(S) 


I TOOK THE 
HIRED VAN 
AND WENT 

TO MY 
FAVOURITE 
BAR. 


SO WHAT 
ABOUT YOU 
TWO, FUMI- 

CHAN AND 
OMINO-SAN? 


SY 




















MS 


aN 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































YEAH, IT’S BESIDES, 

GOOD THE STUN GUN THAT's 
THING IT TURNED OUT TO RIGHT! 
WAS IN THE BE A PRETTY 

TRUNK... GOOD WEAPON, 


RIGHT? 














Sa 
LS 
4 FUYUKI-SAN, 
ABOUT YOU , AFTER YOU MET 
MAMIYA-SAN? ; WITH FUMI-CHAN 
: AND THE OTHERS, 


HOW DID YOU GO 
BACK HOME? 


I GOT 
ANOTHER 
TAXI AND 

WENT HOME 
IN THAT... 


THAT'S 
THE BAR 
I MET 
YOU IN, 
KINDAICHI- 
KUN. 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































I DROPPED aT Wie 
FUMI-CHAN 
AT HOME AND re 
WENT BACK TO 2 
MY PLACE. N Aor aie 
DW HAPPENED, 
YEAH, h . AND WE WERE 
THAT'S Wii TIRED, SO WENT 
aoe STRAIGHT HOME. 




















AFTER OUR 


INSPECTION 


OF THE 


LOCATION... 


1GOT SCARED XS; 


Ni) \ 


AND FORWARDED 
a 


IT TO KINDAICHI- 
SAN AT ONCE. 


























TU W 


RS 


WHAT 
TIME DID 
WE REACH 
THE SITE? 


AROUND 
NINE IN THE 
EVENING, 
RIGHT? 


THAT’S WHEN 
WE GOT A 
CALL FROM 


I WAS AT 
MINODA-SAN. 


THE EDITORIAL 

DEPARTMENT 

AT TEN IN THE 
EVENING... 


WHEN I 
SUDDENLY 
GOT A NEW 

MURDER VIDEO 
FROM 
SETOKURA- 
SAN... 






































AND 
FOUND 
THE BODY 
OF THE AND SO WE 
Secon REACHED 
CTIM. THE SECOND 


LOCATION... 























IMMEDIATELY 
LEFT MY HOUSE ff 
AND CAME OVER [Ng 

TO ADACHI WARD! 


THE PICTURES I 
TOOK ACTUALLY 
TURNED OUT TO BE 
A BIG HELP FOR 
KINDAICHI-SAN’S, 
INVESTIGATION! 








MINODA-SAN 
WAS ALREADY 
THEN WHEN 
WE ARRIVED. 


THAT VIDEO, 
MAKABE-SAN 
AND I WENT 
TO AYASE IN 
ADACHI WARD, 
TOKYO... 
























































YEAH, 
BECAUSE 
-~ MY OFFICE 
@ ! WAS QUITE 
NEAR... 
~ 





THEN THE 
INVESTIGATION 
TEAM WAS 
ABLE TO FIND 
THE HOMETOWN 
Twas OF THE VICTIM, 
THERE TOO! 
AFTER I SAW 
niNopa-san's |] TAT WAS 
VIDEO, I 11:30 IN THE 
DEDUCED THE | | "Eventne 
PLACE AT ONCE, : 


YOU WERE 
LOITERING 

NEAR THE 
CAR, RIGHT? 





WHAT 
IN THE 
WORLD 
DID HE 

NOTICE? 


WHEN THE 
POLICEMEN SAW 

IT, THEY DEDUCED 

THAT IT WAS YA IN 
AYASE AND THAT THE 
MURDERS HAPPENED 

ACCORDING TO THE 
NAME OF THE PLACE. 

THAT WAS THE PATH THE 

INVESTIGATION TOOK. 

























































































THAT CARD 
SAID YAKUMO- 
REIJI, WHICH WAS 
DIFFERENT FROM 
THE VICTIM'S 
REAL NAME... 





ee 


Se 




























































































































































































































OKAY, LET’S 
FORGET ABOUT 
AMONG THE wAWALES 
BELONGINGS a 
OF THE VICTIM, ; 
6H 90 WE FOUNDA = jg 
da. BUSINESS 
> CARD... 
MAKABE-SAN, 
THERE'S NO ave 
INDICATION THE THING THAT 
mein | ee, 
‘nee ae YAKUMO RELI? 
YAKUMO REIJI. 






YEAH, WHAT 
YOU SAID 
TURNED 
OUT TO BE 

















ABSOLUTELY 



























































CORRECT... 









































































































































IT MEANS 
THAT THE 
BUSINESS 
in ‘. CARD WAS 
ITISN’T A A _ SOMETHING 
MURDERS i as CULPRIT 
MURDERS | eer 
THAT SPELL 
OUT THE 
WORD 
AYASE?! 


_ 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, THE 
SERIES OF 
MURDERS WAS 
SOMETHING 
WHICH THE 
CULPRIT HAD 
SET UP FROM 
THE START! 










































































EXACTLY! 
THIS WAS A 
CAREFULLY 
THOUGHT OUT 
balls MURDER 
J PLAN... 
PEOPLE 
eae | AS THE 
IT WAS A ( I TARGETS. 
PREMEDITATED 
SERIES OF con) 
MURDERS! ae 
n XN 
To 
mw v 
~ eS 





I DID SOME 
INVESTIGATION 
OF MY OWN 
AND WENT 
BACK HOME. 


YES, I GOT THE 
FEELING THAT IF 
I STAYED CLOSE TO 
YOU, SOMETHING 
INTERESTING MIGHT 
TAKE PLACE~ 


TWAS 
PRETTY 
SURPRISED 
WHEN I GOT 
A MESSAGE 
FROM FUMI- 
CHAN AT 
THAT TIME. A 


















































MESSAGED 
YUUTO-SAN. 


AS SOON AS 
T SAW THE 
VIDEO THAT 
MINODA-SAN 
SENT, I WENT 
STRAIGHT TO 
THE LOCATION 






































I WAS IN 
BED, BUT 
T COULDN'T 
SLEEP EITHER. 




















ESS 


27 


eh 
ce 


ue 





fe 





~| 
ve 
4 a 
| ra 
THEN AT 
AROUND 
11 IN THE 
EVENING, 
IGOTA 
feunp MESSAGE 
FROM 
OUT HAJIME, 
ABOUT ] 
THE 
SECOND 


VICTIM. 


NOW, I'D LIKE 


EVERYONE TO 
TELL ME WHAT 
THEY WERE 
DOING WHEN 
FUYUKI- THE SECOND 
SAN, BODY WAS 
PLEASE FOUND... 
START. 
—~ 
<a —_ 


/ 






































YOU CAME TO 
MY OFFICE THE 
NEXT MORNING, 

RIGHT? 


XQ 


WHAT 
ABOUT 
YOU GUYS, 
FUMI-CHAN? 










I WENT 
HOME FROM 
THE FIRST 
LOCATION, 
BUT I JUST 
COULDN'T 
SLEEP... 





ZL, ; I CALLED 









































ae 
7 WELL, IT’S mt 
SHOULD 
= STARTED TO _ 
/ tf RAIN, SO I ™%) enna 
THOUGHT 1 \ WAL TOGETHER 
OF PICKING JHE NEXT 
YOU UP. DAY... 
4 P I WAS _ 
THINKING 
a OF GOING 
TO AYASE IN 
KANAGAWA ; 




















































































































TOMORROW. 

















































































































































































































ls ALRIGHT, SO 
Nw 2] s, 4] MAMIYA-SENSEI, 
ieee WHAT WERE YOU 


eeccee 
ZS 
Na 
€ 


DOING THAT DAY? 



























































I DIDN'T 
WANT TO SAY 
THIS THEN, 
BUT I MIGHT 
AS WELL... 




















FINDING 
OUT ABOUT 
THE SECOND 

MURDER... 













































































MAMIYA- 

SENSE), 
W-WwHy 
WwouLD 
you.! 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NOVEL, 
THE THIRD 
MURDER 
HAPPENED IN 
KANAGAWA... 
e —& 
I THOUGHT 
THE NEXT 
MURDER 
WOULD ALSO SO IF THE 
HAPPEN THERE. MURDERS = ' 
WERE REALLY 
BASED ON THE 
NOVEL... 
= 
WE HAVE TO yi I TAKE 
BE THERE AT | RESEARCH 
THE CRIME iy EXTREMELY - 
SCENE TO SEE / | Fi AND A LOT SERIOUSLY AS 
THE REALITY FOR ie ial OF MY NOVELS A WRITER... 
OURSELVES... ye + ARE BASED ON 
| ji | TRUE CRIME... 
\ NOW THAT I 
ie a) sbetSil 
IT MAY, THIS = 
AND YOU \ S 

WEREN'T appenine INTERVENED Le 
igRN OR REAL TIME... || witwessess 

RUNNING ne 

INTO THE INVOLVED 


KILLER?! — IN THAT... 


WELL, IT’S 









































































































































































































































FINE, SINCE 
NOTHING 
HAPPENED, 
ANYWAY... 
YOU GOT 
REALLY 
LUCKY, ON: 
MAMIYA- . 
SENSEI! 
id v oa 



























WELL, 







































































THE NEXT 
MORNING, 
I FUMI-CHAN 
AND I 
WASN'T WENT TO 
FOR AND AT THE KANAGAWA 
NOTHING, DILAPIDATED 7 
7 a 
THOUGH. WE FOUND A 
MANNEQUIN a 
DRESSED UP AS | 
ACORPSE AND | 
AMAGAZINE — ||| 
WHERE SETOKURA /| 
RYOU’S NOVEL 
WAS FEATURED. 


BE THAT 
say it was VO AS IT 
‘A GOOD MAY... 
IDEA TO 
GO THERE 
AT THAT 
TIME OF 
NIGHT. 






































































































































































































































































































































SORRY, 
I GUESS 
I MESSED 



































MAMIYA-SENSEI JU ve? THEN... 
MUST HAVE HAD WA\\\ 

OR AT AREALLY GOOD 

LEAST REASON TO BE HELA 

THAT'S THERE AT THE ME OUT, 

WHAT I ai WOULD YA, 

THINK~ = KINDAICHI- 


KUN? 





IT’S JUST 


: THAT I WAS 

THAT WAS i: ABIT OVER- 

REALLY ; EAGER... IT’S 
HARD TO 


USEFUL~ 
EXPLAIN... 


ONE MORE 
FOR ME TOO, 
THANKS! 

THERE’S NO z fi TLLHAVEA 
MENU AT THE = eee i, LZ BIT MORE 
BACK, RIGHT? 
OH WELL, GIVE 

ME THE BILL... 


1 OUGHTA 
FEEL LIKE | WN , ec 
YOUR ; EVERY 
TYPICAL ; Fete 
DRINKING 


ANYONE 
WANT MORE 
SAKE, THEN? 
















































































SSS 


Ss 


SSS 


SSS 


SW 
SSG 


de 
SG 


BUT IM 
SURE OF 
WHO THE 
KILLER IS. 








NOT AT 
ALL... 


I CAN'T BE 
FULLY SURE 
HOW THE TRICK 
WAS ACTUALLY 
CARRIED OUT... 


LIKE I SAID, 
T HAVEN'T 
COMPLETELY 
SOLVED THE 
MYSTERY 
JUST YET... 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































' > | Iie y 
( u 
Bo THE =| 
CULPRIT 
I S.06 
= 3 
AMONG a a, 
THOSE ( 
PEOPLE - 
THERE. 
(Ce) 


REA MELIS 


LOOK FORWARD TO 
THE NEXT CHAPTER! 














